American Sign Language (ASL) is the official language used mostly by deaf and hard of hearing people who are immersed in the deaf community. The deaf community includes deaf and hard of hearing people, ASL interpreters, and hearing people who use ASL and are familiar with deaf culture. Different sign languages-such as French, Japanese, British, and many more-are used all over the world.
Plan Your Project
Use this idea starter AND publication 4-H 365 Self-Determined Project Guide as the starting place for your 4-H self-determined project. The Self-Determined Project Guide is available from your county OSU Extension office or on the web at www.ohio4h.org/selfdetermined. You may choose to do a little or a lot depending on your level of interest. Be sure to register your project with your county OSU Extension office.
University, who urged his teammates to "huddle up" to prevent other teams from seeing what they were signing to one another.
Formal education for the deaf began in the early 1800s and many schools for the deaf were built in the United States during this century. Gallaudet University was established in 1864 and was the first university for the deaf and hard of hearing in the world. It is officially bilingual, American Sign Language 4-H 365.06 using ASL and English for all instruction, and is located in Washington, D.C.
As ASL became recognized as a language, it cleared the path for various laws leading to the Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990. Most deaf and hard of hearing people now have better opportunities in a wide array of jobs and careers.
Today, awareness of ASL is growing rapidly and classes are now offered in high schools, colleges, and in local libraries, agencies, and other organizations.
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Six Great Reasons to Learn American Sign Language
1.
To learn a visual-gestural language using your hands, facial expressions, and body language.
2.
To learn about the culture and history of American deaf and hard of hearing people.
3.
To communicate with members of the deaf and hard of hearing community.
4.
To build a foundation for further studies in deaf and ASL-related fields.
5.
To gain valuable skills and knowledge that can increase job opportunities within a diverse group.
6.
To experience a different way of learning.
Areas of Interest and Things to Do
Every self-determined 4-H project can be broken down into areas of interest. These are the specific things members want to address during their project adventure. Using your 4-H 365 Self-Determined Project Guide, identify at least three (3) areas of interest with at least three (3) project activities to explore. Take your ideas from the list below or make up your own. ☐ Create a display that shows how the treatment of deaf and hard of hearing people has changed through the years.
Components of a Sign
☐ Talk to your grandparents or other trusted, older adults about how deaf people were treated when they were growing up.
☐ Explore the history of Gallaudet University and share it with your club. www.ohio4h.org/selfdetermined
Audiology

